












Thank you for your interest in the Lower School at North Shore Country 
Day School. 

We introduce children from Junior Kindergarten through fifth grade to a love 
of learning that stays with them throughout their lives. Committed to the 
development of the whole child, our faculty recognizes the importance of a 
strong academic foundation upon which each child can build to reach his or 
her true potential. 

Our children are known, valued and stretched academically and are able to learn 
from each other and explore, all within a safe and nurturing environment. North 
Shore is distinguished by its creative and innovative curriculum where each 
child’s growth is understood and fostered. We encourage our children not just 
to learn, but to be creative, inquisitive, kind and respectful — and to have fun. 

Because Lower School is a student’s first experience in our close-knit community, 
we seek to ensure that each child thrives by helping them to develop the self- 
confidence needed to truly engage in our challenging program. We welcome the 
involvement of parents in the learning process, but are also mindful that children 
need the opportunity to develop independence. 

We partner with parents as we raise young children to be self-confident, capable 
and accomplished citizens. To get a taste of this rich learning environment, we 
invite you to visit us and learn more about our Lower School community. 


Sincerely, 


Pam Whalley 
Head of Lower School 


Tom Doar III 
Head of School 











JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH FIFTH GRADE 
( J K - 5 T H ) 



At North Shore Country Day School, we offer a curriculum that engages 
and challenges children early in their lives, providing the foundation for 
a lifelong love of learning. Our curriculum affords students a wealth of 
opportunities to grow as individuals. Our faculty members take great care 
to connect with each child, encouraging them to try new things. This 
increases their self-confidence and independence, and allows them to excel. 
We value diversity, helping children to see the world through multiple 
lenses and to understand the needs of others. We believe that hands-on 
learning and service-learning enhance academics; and, we therefore 
provide experiences for students in every grade that reflect this view. 

Our Lower School students benefit from being part of the larger JK-12 
community. The entire school gathers together weekly at Morning Exercise 
to be engaged, entertained and educated by a speaker, a performance or 
a student with something unique to share. Lower School students 
perform in plays and join the Middle School and Upper School musical 
performances. Older elementary students have participated in musical 
productions such as Peter Pan , Big, Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Sorcerer 
and Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Babes in Arms. 











LOWER SCHOOL 


FACULTY 


Our teachers are dedicated to the education and personal 
growth of each child. Most have advanced degrees and 
all regularly update their knowledge through additional 
coursework, seminars and workshops. 

Because we have one head teacher and one assistant 
teacher for each class of 24-26 students, as well as teachers 
devoted to the arts, science, language and music, our faculty 
come to know each child extraordinarily well. They assess 
each child’s needs and develop learning programs that 
enable each child to thrive. 
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Our teachers are committed to helping our students to: 

O think critically. 

O COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY. 

O DEVELOP CREATIVITY. 

O UNDERSTAND MATHEMATICAL 
CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS. 

O EXPLORE HOW PEOPLE RELATE TO ONE 
ANOTHER, ESPECIALLY THEIR BELIEFS, 
VALUES AND CULTURE. 

O APPRECIATE AND LEARN SPANISH. 

O EXPLORE SCIENTIFICALLY. 













CURRICULUM 


Students develop a solid academic foundation in the 
Lower School. Small-group instruction in reading, 
language arts, mathematics and lab science allows for 
the full participation of each child. Independent and 
cooperative group projects stress organizational and 
study skills. Classes in art, computers, music, reading, 
science, Spanish and physical education round out a 
stimulating and invigorating schedule that encourages 
both independent inquiry and group project skills. 

Highlights of our Lower School curriculum include: 

(^) A week each year devoted to the exploration of an 

all-Lower School theme that integrates social studies, 
science, literature, writing and fine arts. 

> Such themes provide opportunities for integrated, 
interdisciplinary, mixed-grade activities. 

> Recent themes have included architecture and 
inventions. 

A literature-based reading program that incorporates 
phonics and whole language. The program is structured 
so that students read in smaller groups and receive 
individual attention from teachers. 






































Highlights continued: 


£) An emphasis on writing throughout the curriculum that 
extends from the development of spelling and grammar 
skills to the communication of concepts and ideas. 

(^ An intensive introduction to mathematical concepts, 
computation and problem solving based on the 
University of Chicago Math and the Investigations 
programs, supported by a variety of other challenging 
mathematical materials. 

(^ Regular exposure to Spanish through formal language 
instruction and the incorporation of Spanish into other 
areas of the curriculum. 

Extensive field studies throughout the Chicago area. 

A hands-on approach to science, with a fully equipped 
Lower School laboratory. 

Musical programs focusing on Orff instruments and 
vocal instruction. Second, fourth and fifth grade students 
perform in musicals as well as the Lower School Holiday 
Program. 

In-classroom access to a rich selection of print media, 
CD-ROMs and the Internet to support student research. 



We believe in introducing students at an early age 
to a variety of activities outside the classroom. 

Our Lower School extra-curricular activities further enrich students’ lives by 
providing arts, music, health and service-learning opportunities. Third, fourth and 
fifth graders enjoy both chorus and recorder clubs, and fourth and fifth graders can 
also participate in an instrumental music chorus. Creative expression is developed 
at every grade level in our visual and performing arts classes. Because physical 
activity is an important part of staying healthy and fit, our students take Physical 
Education on a regular basis. 

Students also participate in projects that afford them learning opportunities while 
they provide a service to the community. These service-learning projects reflect our 
view that hands-on learning partnered with participation in activities that benefit 
the larger community enhances academics. Service-learning projects can be as 
simple as beautification and clean-up projects, where even the youngest students 
help by raking leaves or planting flower bulbs. Other projects have included more 
involved efforts to analyze and then combat local pollution issues, and the researching 
of the need for and designing the components of a playground where there wasn’t 
one. Through service-learning projects, students acquire the building blocks needed 
to become critical thinkers and independent learners, and they also become 
responsible and engaged citizens. 














. daily Spanish.. 


. storybooks. 


SENIOR KINDERGARTEN IS: magic pots... art and stories ofJan Brett... under the sea... the solar system... the rain forest. 


} r orth Shore is concerned 

with the intellectual, physical, social 
and emotional development of each 
child at every level, and our Kinder¬ 
garten program is where we begin 
fostering this development. Our 
program is designed to engage children 
in a dynamic, rich and varied initial 
learning experience, providing them 
with the opportunities to develop 
what will be a lifelong love of learning. 
Teachers pay special attention to 
drawing children out, enabling them 
to develop strong, positive feelings 
about themselves as individuals and as 
members of a group. 


Our Kindergarten program has two 
parts. Junior Kindergartners attend 
a half-day of school and Senior 
Kindergarten children attend a full 
day of school. 

The Junior Kindergarten program 
allows for learning through exploration 
and experiential play. Junior Kindergarten 
children are introduced to reading 
readiness through large-group and 
small-group activities centered around 
major topics of study. Art, music 
and Spanish are integrated into the 
curriculum. 

Senior Kindergarten children enjoy 
specific unit studies that incorporate 


reading, art, music, science and 
Spanish. During “centers” time, the 
children also meet in small groups for 
teacher-directed, formal reading and 
math instruction. In the afternoon, 
following lunchtime with the first 
through fifth graders, the Senior 
Kindergarten children have the 
opportunity to become involved in 
activities and studies that integrate 
play and exploration into learning. 

Junior Kindergarten and Senior 
Kindergarten classes participate in 
all-school programs. They are truly 
an important part of the North Shore 
family! 


JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN IS: studying metamorphosis... hatching eggs.. 































First Grade 



studying dinosaurs 


FIRST GRADE IS: Studying dinosaurs... creating a community and a dinosaur time line on the computer... learning about celebrations around the world.. 
building a village , which includes a bank, post office , police station and fire station , town hall and ice cream store... 
having an author s party for parents... going apple picking. 



n first grade, students continue 
to build upon the fundamentals and to 
develop the lifelong love of learning 
engendered in Kindergarten. Social 
studies provides the background that 
makes reading, writing and math come 
alive. Science, music, art and Spanish 
are also integrated into the curriculum, 
providing students with a well-rounded 
introduction into subjects and activities 
that continue to stimulate their intel¬ 
lectual, physical, social and emotional 
development. 

Children in first grade learn in both 
small groups and larger communities. 


For example, they practice reading 
stories in small groups, which provide a 
culture for comprehension, discussion, 
phonics and writing projects. Students 
even “publish” several of their own 
“books” throughout the year. 

Through hands-on experiments and 
lessons, children begin to grasp math 
concepts as ways of computation and 
of solving equations. They experience 
individual and group accomplishments 
as they tally, weigh, measure, estimate, 
graph and problem-solve. Students are 
able to enjoy learning math as a fun 
and important part of each day. 
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SECOND GRADE IS: writing family stories... building animal habitats... exploring the lives and literature of favorite authors... planned performances ... 
buddies with North Shore Senior Center... hosting a “Gathering of Greats ”... exploring the Internet... researching animals... 

problem solving (mathematically , socially, cognitively)... self-editing and publishing work on the computer... mental math. 


i second grade reading/ 

language arts program builds the students’ 
reading skills and allows them to explore 
their interests. Children read for pleasure 
independently and also participate daily 
in small, theme-based reading groups. 
Daily oral language exercises solidify 
children’s mechanical and grammatical 
skills, while journaling, directed- and 
free-writing times provide additional 
opportunities for children to develop 
writing skills and share their creative 
work. 

The math program emphasizes the 
validity of divergent thinking. By devel¬ 
oping varied mathematical strategies, 
students reinforce and enhance compu¬ 
tational and problem-solving skills. 
These skills are then applied to real-life 
situations. Hands-on activities build 
concepts such as measurement/money, 
place value and time. 

The social studies program encourages 
exploration of various cultures. The 
study of different family styles and 
traditions enriches the children with 
integrated research experiences and an 
awareness of the world and lives of 



others. Classroom access to the World 
Wide Web provides an exciting and 
up-to-date investigative tool as well as 
the opportunity to correspond with 
individuals around the world. 

Intergenerational experiences with 
members of the North Shore Senior 
Center add variety and richness to the 
second grade experience while intro¬ 
ducing seven- and eight-year-olds to 
North Shore Country Day School’s 
commitment to service. 


Whether singing or acting in the 
second grade play, sharing or writing 
family memories, doing animal presen¬ 
tations or interviewing famous people 
for the biography unit, second graders 
actively extend their understanding and 
knowledge of the world around them 
and acquire the strategies to become 
curious, engaged, self-directed, lifelong 
learners. 
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Second Grade 













Third Grade 






THIRD GRADE IS: writing in cursive... making horn books... the Hot Chocolate House... studying Native American games... 
doing candy box research... solving problems... reading novels... performing creative dramatics... 

service-learning projects... visiting our Evanston pre-school buddies... learning cooperatively. 


■ yw*rA grade is the transition 

year between the lower and upper ele¬ 
mentary grades. Homework is a regular 
feature and work in all academic areas 
intensifies. The social and emotional 
growth of each child comprises an 
integral part of the curriculum, as do 
opportunities for self-expression and 
group participation. 

The reading program includes the use 
of several full-length novels. Children 
respond to their reading through 
writing, drawing, acting and discussion. 
Students also create “Book Quest” 
projects and reports. 

Language arts activities are integrated 
throughout the day. They include 
collecting ideas in “Writers Notebooks,” 
writing in a myriad of formats, editing, 
spelling and cursive writing. 


Math instruction emphasizes the use 
of the concrete to understand concepts 
and operations. Students become 
adept at using regrouping in addition, 
borrowing in subtraction and developing 
multiplication skills. They learn division 
and explore fractions, measurement and 
geometry. Children practice mental 
math and experience extensive problem 
solving. 

The social studies program explores 
the concept of culture and compares 
our own culture to a number of diverse 
groups including Native Americans, 
colonists and slaves on the Underground 
Railroad. These cultures are examined 
through role playing, group work/projects, 
reports and field trips. “Town Meetings” 
of the class provide opportunities for 
students to discuss a host of topics 
relevant to third graders. 


self-expression and group participation 

















FOURTH GRADE IS: estimation... Ancient Egyptian Virtual Museum... student author of the week... math games... opera... 

current events... writers workshop... assignment notebooks... 'Meet Me in Mesopotamia'... poetry books... 

mathematical strategies... literary genres... read aloud... archeological site tour... problem solving.. 
palabras de la semana. 



tie fourth grade language arts 
curriculum hones students’ reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills. 
Reading and discussing various literary 
genres both as a class and in small 
reading groups provides students 
with a rich literary background with 
which to model their own writing. 
Composition is approached as a process 
where students journal, produce drafts 
and conference with peers and with the 
teacher before using the computer to 
publish their pieces. Whether writing 
poetry, fables, persuasive letters or 
fiction, fourth graders are given the 
opportunity to make decisions like 
authors. 


In math, fourth graders work both in¬ 
dividually and cooperatively to identify 
patterns and solve problems grounded 
in mathematical and real-life contexts. 
They develop multiple strategies, 
explaining their reasoning and hearing 
that of others. Using manipulatives, 
calculators, games, mental math and 
pencil and paper, students investigate 
the operations of multi-digit addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division; 
the number system; fractions and area; 
data collection and analysis; and graph¬ 
ing and problem solving with time, 
money and distance. 


Social studies in fourth grade involves 
exploration of the concept of civilization. 
Students discover through hands-on 
activities that it is through archaeology 
that we are able to learn about ancient 
civilizations, including those in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt. Using 
deductive reasoning, geographical 
information and various research tools, 
students become intimately familiar 
with life in, and the development of, 
these early civilizations. Field trips to 
the Spertus Museum and the Field 
Museum are highlights of study. 


Fourth Grade 











Fifth Grade 
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FIFTH GRADE IS: Critical thinking... authentic research... the study of the Maya... 
Greeks... the Romans... hosts for Friday Afternoon Ex... 

communities... responsibilities and privileges. 


IxAA^TA. 


ifth graders expand and 
integrate skills and knowledge learned 
in the lower grades. They develop an 
openness to learning and a willingness 
to consider new ideas. In independent 
work as well as in cooperative groups, 
the emphasis is on language arts, math, 
science and social studies concepts 
and strategies needed for the successful 
transition to Middle School. An 
emphasis on reading and writing 
throughout the curriculum make 
connections among these content areas. 
Students use their writing skills daily. 
Quality literature is the basis of the 
reading program. Group discussions 
and projects extend the literature into 
meaningful learning experiences and 
develop critical-thinking skills. 

Through problem solving, visuals and 
manipulatives, and by developing 


practical skills such as how to use a 
calculator, fifth graders continue to 
enhance their math vocabulary and 
their critical-thinking skills. They come 
to understand how math is an integral 
part of everyday life. By performing 
diagnoses of concepts, they also develop 
abstract-thinking skills, as well as 
continue practicing basic computations. 

The fifth grade social studies curricu¬ 
lum includes the study of Greek and 
Roman civilizations and cultures. 
Students begin to understand the 
basis for the government of the 
United States by drawing comparisons. 
Students also engage in research through 
numerous field trips and using the 
World Wide Web. They then put these 
opportunities to use in group projects, 
hands-on activities, individual reports 
and the reading and outlining of texts. 
















COMMUNITY 


Since its founding in 1919, North Shore’s hallmark has been its exceptional 
i environment for teaching and learning. Students who attend North Shore 

after having studied elsewhere frequently comment on the supportive 
atmosphere among students, faculty and parents, all with one goal in mind: 
the continued academic achievement and personal growth of our students. 

Our teachers take the time to know each child well as an individual in order 
to help bring out the best in every student. Because our students become 
known throughout our community, no child “slips through the cracks.” 

Lower School children are immediately welcomed into the community as 
they attend the all-school Morning Exercise on a weekly basis. Students 
in each grade level in the Lower School are assigned a “buddy” from the 
Middle or Upper Schools. Kindergartners are paired with seniors, and 
eagerly await sitting with their buddies for Morning Exercise, and even 
1 accompany them on stage for announcements. This bonding of students who 

, are 13 years apart is a long tradition and a mutually rewarding experience. 

The Lower School also holds its own “Afternoon Exercise,” an end-of-week 
assembly, to build community spirit. Fifth graders lead this weekly program, 
in which students from each grade share aspects of the week’s work such 
i as written stories, plays, poems, songs and mathematical equations they 

I have solved. 


s^nith 1 faudd^j 
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ALL LOWER GRADES 

ART 

Art in Lower School focuses on each 
child’s creative ability and basic skill 
development in drawing, painting, design, 
printmaking, sculpture and textiles. 
Students use a wide variety of materials 
through age-appropriate individual and 
group projects. During each term, selected 
art projects are coordinated with classroom 
activities and are integrated into the 
curriculum. Displays of artwork from all 
grade levels are exhibited throughout the 
School. The program emphasizes the 
development of creative problem solving, 
media exploration and personal expres¬ 
sion. All students have the added benefit 
of viewing several professional art shows 
each year in the School’s Almquist 
Gallery, located only steps away from 
their classrooms. 

COMPUTER 

The Lower School is committed to 
integrating electronic multimedia into 
everyday educational experiences. 
Students use the classroom and computer 
labs for research, writing, producing 
graphs and reinforcing a variety of skills. 
Students also work with software that 
develops logic and reasoning skills. 


LIBRARY 

The library media program is designed 
to support the Lower School’s curricular 
goals. Students further develop their ability 
to become independent researchers by 
negotiating the time they need to utilize 
print resources and technology within 
the library’s flexible and fixed scheduling. 
Students also learn to appreciate literature 
both by being read to and by selecting 
their own books. Visiting authors and 
illustrators also provide valuable role 
models for all students. 

MUSIC 

The Lower School music program is 
based on the philosophy of Orff- 
Schulwerk: children learn by doing. Class 
activities in rhythmic and creative move¬ 
ment, speech, body percussion, songs, 
use of percussion instruments, creative 
dramatics and integration develop the 
child’s creative and musical skills. Careful 
attention is paid to the development of 
the child’s singing voice. Third, fourth and 
fifth graders can participate in the Lower 
School Chorus. They can also learn to 
play the soprano, alto and tenor recorders 
in Recorder Club. Second graders put 
on an annual play and fourth graders 
participate in Lyric Opera’s “Opera in 
the Classroom” program. Fifth graders 
study American Musical Theater, and, 
together with the fourth graders, perform 
a musical play. An instrumental music 
program is also offered for students in 
grades four and five. 



Vm nts 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Physical Education plays an integral role 
in the total curriculum. Through a variety 
of activities, the program seeks to help 
children become physically active and 
healthy for a lifetime. A concern for 
physical fitness, basic skill development, 
health and sportsmanship underlies 
the program. Classes strive to enhance 
the development of a child’s creativity, 
confidence and self-concept. Physical 
Education provides experiences and 
activities to develop and maintain muscular 
strength, motor skills, agility, endurance, 
and coordination to the best of each 
individual’s ability. 


READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS 

North Shore’s reading program and 
language arts curriculum build from 
Kindergarten through fifth grade. Using 
a variety of methods, including whole 
language and phonics, children learn to 
read, spell and write. All children learn in 
small groups. Using outstanding children’s 
literature and author studies, students 
learn the various skills needed to become 
critical readers and thinkers and to 
develop a love of reading. 


SCIENCE 

Lower School Lab Science is a hands-on 
program of discovery. Students are 
involved in cooperative learning and 
problem-based thinking. They are 
encouraged to question, take risks and 
develop their curiosity. They become 
careful and accurate observers and 
experimenters as they explore everything 
from magnetism, plant growth, solutions, 
and building for strength, to electrical 
circuits and owl pellets. Units on health 
education are also covered both in science 
classes and in-classroom activities. 

SPANISH 

The Spanish program, taken by all Lower 
Schoolers and taught by native speakers, 
is designed to develop conversational 
and reading skills in a cultural context. 
Students have maximum opportunity for 
practice in oral expression and compre¬ 
hension including movement and music. 
Many different materials are used to 
enrich the program: vocabulary games, 
songs, computer multimedia, learning 
through familiar games and video tapes 
featuring native speakers are all used 
to provide a broad contextual back¬ 
ground, and give depth to the program. 
Incorporating content-based instruction 
in our classrooms is a way of providing a 
meaningful context for Spanish language 
instruction, while at the same time 
providing a vehicle for reinforcing 
academic skills. 


LEARNING ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

The learning assistance program provides 
students with additional individualized 
attention. Instruction is supplemented 
with the reinforcement of academic skills 
and the acquisition of compository 
strategies in an effort to help students 
become more successful, independent 
learners. Students are referred to receive 
these services by teachers, which involve 
an additional cost. 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES 

Morning and Afternoon Exercise 

The Lower School joins the whole School 
for “Morning Ex,” a program of school 
activities and projects as well as outside 
speakers and presentations. 

Every Friday ends with a Lower School 
assembly program - Afternoon Exercise - 
led by the fifth grade class. Students 
share classroom activities with their 
schoolmates. Musical presentations, 
oral interpretations, written stories, poems, 
plays and mathematical estimations 
occur in an informal setting that brings 
the Lower School students and faculty 
together. Occasionally, visiting musicians, 
storytellers and speakers make 
presentations. 




LOWER SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES 

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM 

(SK-5th grade) 

The After-School Program provides the 
opportunity for children to choose 
between physical play and a range of 
different activities. Older students (third, 
fourth and fifth graders) spend the first 
hour doing homework so that they can 
enjoy more family time at home. 

This program is offered September 
through June, from 3-6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, when school is in session 
full days. There is no After-School 
program on days when school ends at 
noon. Fees are dependent on the hours 
of participation. 

CHORUS 

(Third, Fourth and Fifth Grade) 

The Lower School Chorus is an extension 
of the Lower School music program. 
Chorus rehearses on Thursdays after 
school and is open to all third, fourth 
and fifth grade children who like to sing. 
Chorus has an average of 60 enthusiastic 
members. 



The children sing a variety of choral music, 
and through this experience they learn 
about good vocal technique, conducting 
and reading music. Some songs also 
include choreography. The Chorus 
performs in the all-school winter holiday 
festival and in a spring concert with the 
Middle School Chorus as well as on other 
occasions throughout the year. Every two 
years they participate in the Lakeshore 
Choral Festival with four other children’s 
choruses and a guest conductor. 

RECORDER CLUB 

(Third, Fourth and Fifth Grade) 

Third, fourth and fifth graders have the 
option of joining Recorder Club, which 
meets one day a week from 12:30-1 p.m. 
Third and fourth graders learn to play 
the soprano recorder and a woodwind 
instrument, and they develop their music 
reading and ensemble skills. Fifth graders 
may also learn to play the alto or tenor 
recorder and play three-part music. 


INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

(Fourth and Fifth Grade) 

The Beginning and Intermediate Bands 
welcome students in fourth and fifth 
grades regardless of experience level. 

First time band students, usually 
fourth graders, meet on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7:25 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
beginning in late September. Intermediate 
students, usually fifth graders or those 
with one year of playing experience, 
meet on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 7:25 a.m. to 8 a.m. beginning in 
mid-September. In addition to weekly 
rehearsals, musicians have a chance to 
perform at various “Afternoon Exs” and 
during the school band concert evenings 
in January and May. Please note: daily 
practice is necessary for true success. 

SERVICE-LEARNING 

In the spirit of the School’s motto, Live 
and Sen/e, North Shore Country Day 
students participate in meaningful service 
projects throughout the year at all grade 
levels. Service-learning at North Shore 
encourages a sense of responsibility, 
compassion and understanding of others, 
respect for the richness of human differ¬ 
ences and the dignity of all people, as 
well as a lifelong commitment to service. 






CAMPUS AND FACILITIES 


The Lower School is situated in its own newly remodeled building on 
the North Shore campus. Students spend time not only in this building, 
but also in the Diller Street Theater, our library and our own art gallery, 
and benefit from our new, state-of-the-art Conant Science Center 
facilities. 

Each classroom has computers, and older students have access to 
email accounts and extensively use the World Wide Web. The entire 
campus has wireless Internet access that is available for computer use 
anywhere. This allows faculty to integrate new technologies into the 
curriculum. 




















At a Glance 


The School: North Shore Country Day School is an independent JK-12 
college preparatory school dedicated to challenging the minds and nurturing 
the spirits of students as they pursue academic excellence and personal 
integrity. Founded in 1919, the School consists of three divisions, Lower 
School (JK-5 th ), Middle School (grades 6-8) and Upper School (grades 9-12) 
dedicated to enabling students to discover their unique abilities through 
participation in academic, artistic, athletic and service-learning activities. We 
foster connections among all three divisions to strengthen and enhance our 
sense of belonging to the North Shore Country Day community. 


Our Mission: The North Shore 
Country Day School is a JK-12 community 
rooted in tradition that challenges each mem¬ 
ber to develop a passion for active , lifelong 
learning and respect for others. Committed to 
academic excellence , the partnership of students , 
faculty, parents and alumni fosters intellectually 
curious , independent and critical thinkers. We 
embrace diversity , knowing we are enriched 
by different backgrounds , voices and talents. 
The full participation of each student in 
academics , athletics , arts and activities is a 
core value. We develop self-confident , ethical 
citizens of the world who embody our motto , 
Live and Serve. 

STUDENTS: 450; Lower School 177; 
Middle School 101; Upper School 172. 
Students come from a variety of back¬ 
grounds and from 28 suburbs and 
Chicago. Students of color make up 
15% of the total population. 

FACULTY: 57; 76% with advanced 
degrees; 8:1 student/teacher ratio. Average 
teaching experience, over 14 years. 








Campus and Facilities. North 

Shore Country Day is located on 16 acres 
in the Chicago suburb of Winnetka, 
Illinois. Each division has its own building, 
linked to others by tree-lined sidewalks, 
outdoor patios and indoor passageways. 
The divisions share the following facilities: 

• The Hall Library, which includes over 
23,000 volumes, plus audio-visual and 
computer facilities. The library also 
serves as the central location for school 
activities, including programs that 
feature visiting authors and artists. 

• The recently-opened, state-of-the-art, 
20,000-square foot Conant Science 
Center, that uses wireless technology 
and digital cameras in microscopes and 
includes four new labs to provide hands-on 
learning. 

• Wireless Internet access, which is 
available throughout campus for 
computer use anywhere. 

• Three art studios, a ceramics studio and 
the adjacent John Almquist Art Gallery, 
which features works by students, alumni 
and visiting artists. 

• Performing arts studios and the 
Diller Street Theater, where student 
productions are performed and where 
all students and faculty gather weekly 
at “Morning Ex” to be engaged, 
entertained and educated by a speaker, 
a performance or a student with some¬ 
thing unique to share. 

• Two gymnasiums, three tennis courts, 
athletic fields for football, soccer, track 
and field hockey and a playground. 


Academic program. 

Lower School. An innovative, rigorous, 
creative and fun curriculum that teaches 
students to: 

• Think critically. 

• Communicate effectively, both orally and 
in written form. 

• Develop creativity. 

• Understand mathematical concepts and 
applications. 

• Explore how people relate to their physical 
and social environments, with attention 
to their beliefs, values and culture. 

Middle School. Engaging, challenging 
curriculum with an accepting and friendly 
atmosphere where students can pursue 
their intellectual, artistic and athletic 
interests. Highlights include: 

• A focus on project-oriented, experiential 
learning. 

• Integration of subjects in theme-based 
units. 

• Courses in art, music, drama and 
woodworking. 

• Language instruction in French or 
Spanish. 

• An Outdoor Education camping 
program. 

• Extensive field studies throughout the 
Chicago area. 

Upper School. A rigorous curriculum 
with a broad emphasis on liberal arts 
prepares students for acceptance to the 
country’s top colleges and universities. 

In addition to classes in math, sciences, 


English, history and social studies, we 
offer language instruction in Spanish, 
French and Mandarin Chinese. An 
average class size of 14-16 students fosters 
extensive classroom interaction and discus¬ 
sion, which will serve students well as they 
enter college. Highlights of the curriculum 
include: 

• Advanced placement courses in Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, English, French, 
Spanish, U.S. History, Calculus, Statistics 
and Computer Science. 

• Independent study courses under the 
direction of a faculty member. 

• The opportunity for juniors and seniors 
to take classes at Northwestern 
University during the school year or 
summer session. 

Performing and Fine Arts. 

Students within all three divisions 
participate in an enriching performing and 
fine arts curriculum and have ample 
opportunities to perform in choruses and 
ambitious theatrical productions at all levels. 
The fifth through twelfth grades come 
together to perform annually in an all-school 
musical. Upper School students are required 
to perform on stage in at least one production. 

ATHLETICS. Sportsmanship and team 
sports are an important part of the North 
Shore experience. Middle and Upper 
School students have the opportunity to 
participate on more than 25 competitive 
interscholastic sports teams and are 
required to participate in at least one sport 
each year. 


College Counseling. With 

one counselor for each 23 students, North 
Shore is able to provide personalized 
and easily accessible college counseling to 
each student. Parents are also an active 
and integral part of the process, which 
begins during the winter of junior year. 
Admissions officers from more than 100 
colleges and universities across the country 
visit each year, giving students the oppor¬ 
tunity to learn firsthand about schools 
they may be considering. North Shore’s 
8:1 student/teacher ratio enables faculty 
to know and understand students well, 
increasing the effectiveness of college 
recommendations. 

Extracurricular activities. A 

wide variety of student organizations and 
service-learning opportunities are available 
for each student. For example, students 
may participate in: 

• Choral and music programs. 

• Newspaper, poetry journal, literary 
magazine and yearbook. 

• Science Olympiad. 

• Model U.N. 

• Community Service-learning clubs and 
projects. 

• Student council. 

• Theatrical productions. 

• Kaleidoscope. 









Special programs 

Lower School Theme Week in which students 
work in cross-graded cooperative groups 
to explore joint topics, which have 
included investigations into architecture, 
puzzles, inventions and puppets. 

After-School Program designed to accom¬ 
modate the needs of working parents of 
Lower School students. Held each full 
school day and offered for students in 
Senior Kindergarten through fifth grade, 
this program provides an informal and 
supportive environment for children to 
enjoy activities such as arts and crafts, 
cooking, board games and storytelling, 
from 3 to 6 p.m. on school days. 

Science Olympiads for Middle and Upper 
School students. 

Upper School Interim Week gives students 
an in-depth educational experience outside 
the classroom. These faculty-sponsored 
projects, which have ranged from studying 
marine biology or working for Habitat for 
Humanity to hiking the Grand Canyon or 
exploring the Anasazi ruins, allow students 
to explore and expand their horizons 
outside the classroom. 



HOW TO APPLY. Our Admissions Committees look for 
motivated students with promising academic ability. Applicants 
must also have a desire to participate in co-curricular activities, 
succeed in a rigorous college preparatory school and thrive in 
our community. We welcome applications from students from 
diverse backgrounds. We are committed to making North Shore’s 
education available to families with demonstrated need. North 
Shore does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion or national origin in the administration of its 
educational, admission, scholarship or employment policies, or 
any other programs administered by the School. 

We encourage applicants and their families to contact us to 
schedule campus tours and interviews'through our Admissions 
Office either before or after submitting an application. We 
evaluate applicants based on their current school reports, 
standardized testing, current teacher recommendations and 
interviews as well as our own testing and evaluation process. 

FINANCIAL Aid. We are committed to making our educational 
opportunities available to students of varying economic back¬ 
grounds and offer a variety of financial aid options. Financial 
assistance ranges from support of several hundred dollars to full 
tuition as needs warrant and funds permit. About 14 percent of 
the student body receives financial aid and more than $700,000 
in direct financial assistance and grants is provided in total 
each year. 


Admissions and Financial Aid Deadlines 

Applications Deadlines: 

Junior and Senior Kindergarten by January 15 

First grade by February 1 

Grades 2-12, encouraged by March 1 

Financial Aid applications are encouraged by February 1 

For information about grades 6-12 admissions entrance test 
dates, please call or visit our web site at www.nscds.org. 

Contact Information 

For admissions information, test dates, financial aid questions, 
to schedule a tour or to apply, contact: 

Dale Wentz, Director of Admissions 

(847) 441-3308, dwentz@nscds.org 

Julie Schmidt, Associate Director of Admissions 

(847) 881-8846, juschmidt@nscds.org 

Diane Olson, Admissions Coordinator 

(847) 881-3313, dolson@nscds.org 

For information on the curriculum or programs of our divisions, 
contact: 

Robert M. Ryshke, Upper School Head 
(847) 441-3318, rryshke@nscds.org 

La Vina Lowery, Middle School Head 

(847) 441-3322, llowery@nscds.org 

Pamela M. Whalley, Lower School Head 
(847) 441-3323, pwhalley@nscds.org 
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